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residents in this great land. Our real and lasting
citizenship is of a much greater kingdom where
hope and freedom are unwavering and sure.

As we approach Independence Day 2020, a
time of national celebration, it is discouraging
to see the obvious increase of corruption, controversy, divisiveness, disunity, scandal, and
civil unrest. We are seeing a shift in culture, the
breakdown of governing systems, a weakening
of law and order, and unfortunately an increase
in racial disharmony at a time when there
should be increased healing.
These along with other negative trends seem
to be defining our political and social systems
along with the way of life in America. Where
will this lead? Who knows at this point? No
doubt for many Americans the future may look
bleak, but I cling to the thought that we are still
“the Land of the Free and the Home of the
Brave.”
So, while we may be damaged, we are not
destroyed. I still have hope in our country, our
systems, and the liberties we enjoy. This is a
great land. At the same time, I have a far greater hope in the real and permanent land that is
the hope and inheritance of every believer, a
land that promises complete peace, total harmony, and eternal freedom. A freedom not subject to the whims and biases of people.
You see, the truth is we are only temporary

Philippians 3: 20 - “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the
Lord Jesus Christ…”
Ephesians 2: 19 - “Consequently, you are no
longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his
household, built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the
chief cornerstone.”
This is the place we ultimately belong. Now
we do love our great land. We desperately want
healing. But whatever happens in this temporary land where we presently reside . . .we know
that our true citizenship is in Heaven, God’s
household. That then, is the home and the community that is of ultimate importance, and with
Christ as the cornerstone, it is absolutely unshakeable. Visas won’t have to be applied for or
passports renewed. Yes, it is unshakable, and
the freedom is sure and eternal.
As much as we cling to and celebrate our
freedoms in America let’s consider the greater
freedom that is ours in Christ. The Good News
teaches us about the freedom that comes from
having a genuine and vital connection to Christ
through faith. The freedom that comes from
knowing the truth will truly set your heart free,
knowing the eternal implications. As you
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Valley Brook is a place of grace, where everybody is somebody and Jesus is Lord.

celebrate the Fourth of July, also remember the
freedom that you received as a gift from God.
2 Corinthians 3:17 – “Now the Lord is the Spirit;
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty.”
John 8:32 – “and you shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free."
Galatians 5:1 – “It was for freedom that Christ set
us free; therefore, keep standing firm and do not
be subject again to a yoke of slavery.”
Galatians 5:13 – “For you have been called to live
in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don’t
use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature.
Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in
love.”
Let’s celebrate our national freedom and our
freedom in Christ, and as we do so let’s remember to serve one another in love.
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Don’t miss the boat.
Don’t forget that we’re all together in the
same boat.
Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah
built the ark.
Stay fit. When you’re 600 years old,
someone might ask you to do something
really big.
Don’t listen to critics. Just get on with
what has to be done.
Build your future on high ground.
For safety’s sake, travel in pairs.
When you’re stressed, float a while.
Remember that the ark was built by an
amateur; the Titanic was built by professionals.
No matter the storm, when God is with
you, there’s a rainbow waiting.

“Love your neighbor
as yourself.”
Matthew 22:39

THANK YOU!
We have not quite reached our goal of
$14,000 for the purchase of the lawnmower.
Perhaps you intended to support this effort
and simply forgot. Thanks to those who have
contributed and those who will.

With Deepest Sympathy
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the
family and friends of Rowena Andrews
(Porter Tarvin’s sister)
Porter and Jean Tarvin
108 West 10th Street
Chickamauga. GA 30707

Volunteers are the

of our Church!

“And, let us not be weary in well doing; for in
due season we shall reap…” - Galatians 6:9
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Here are 4 rituals to keep you happy during the pandemic and all the time:
By : Eric Barker eric@bakadesuyo.com

•Learn a lesson about gratitude: What do you appreciate more now that you’ve been living through a

pandemic and dealt with quarantine? What are you going to cherish a bit more now that it can’t be taken
for granted? “Count your blessings!”
•Learn a lesson about savoring: If gratitude is reflecting on the good things in life, savoring is appreciating the good things in the moment. Wanting more good stuff all the time is a trap. Take a moment to
deliberately appreciate what you have in the moment.
•Learn a lesson about health: Proper eating and exercise should seem a lot less optional. Most of us
do not take care of our bodies. We need to move more.
•Learn a lesson about relationships: Who did you miss? And what are you going to do about it going
forward? Schedule something with them right now before you get distracted and your brain power
washes everything you just learned out of your head. We’ve all been scared, locked up and deprived.
Tell them you’ve missed them. Tell them you love them.
Another method to increase happiness and gratitude is merely taking the time to reflect on what you
learned from this. 2020 has not been kind thus far. We’ve all had just about enough “character building”
for one year. But the year is not over. If we keep learning and growing, we’ll make it through this —
together.
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Receipts - $15,572

