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“There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity
under the heavens...”
- Ecclesiastes 3:1 NIV
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Valley Brook is a place of grace, where everybody is somebody and Jesus is Lord.

Brothers and Sisters of Valley Brook,
In his first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul
opens with a word of greeting and thankfulness,
because he had received a good word from
Timothy about their strong faith. This is what
he says to them:
“We give thanks to God always for all of you,
constantly mentioning you in our prayers,
remembering before our God and Father your
work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ” (1 Thess. 1:2-3).
I recently read this introduction of 1 Thessaonians, and I thought about you all. I say that
this passage reminded me of you all because I
(and we at Lamp City) have seen your faith,
your hard work, and your endurance. I hope
you all can be encouraged by that. I feel like I
say this repeatedly, but we are continually
encouraged by your long-suffering and
endurance in ministry. With that, I say keep
going! God can give Valley Brook another 62
years of ministry!
One way that we have seen these attributes of
Valley Brook play out was through your support
of VBS in July. Friends, VBS was a huge success,
and it couldn’t have happened without your
support and service. Many of you were up there
every day, serving. Others of you dropped by. I
know many of you were in prayer throughout
the week. Still others of you simply provided
cookies for the children that attended. None of
this was in vain, but it was a work of faith, and a
labor of love, and for that, I want to say thank
you.
Here is a snapshot of VBS:
• By the end of the week, we saw around 100
kids come through at some point. Compare
this to 2018, where we had about 25-30
children.
• The last couple of days, we had 75 kids.

If you were here, I’m sure you were excited
to see so many joyful children all over the
campus.
• There were at least 6 languages spoken.
This is encouraging because it means that
there were children from all over the world
represented, and it means that the VBS attendance reflected the make-up of the community around the church building. This is a
good thing!
• Many of the children came from Muslim
families. It’s incredible to consider that the
Lord just drops people in our lap who are
far from Him, and in many cases are hard to
reach with the gospel.
• We had 3-4 families from the immediate
Valley Brook neighborhood attend! This is
the answer to some very specific prayers of
mine (as I’m sure is true of your prayers as
well). I’ve prayed for people from the immediate neighborhood for some time now,
and the Lord graciously allowed that to happen this summer. Last year at VBS, we had
no one from the immediate community attend.
If I may, I’d like to leave you with a story from
VBS. One that reminds me that the Lord was
involved in VBS, and that he was glorified in it.
Let this be a story of hope to you and encourage you to keep on in the mission and be reminded that the Lord is not even close to being
done with you yet!
We had one young boy attend VBS who spoke
zero English at all. This could so easily discourage any of us. However, we saw the Lord work
through it. His story is a common one. He was
originally born in Africa but couldn’t tell us
what country he was from. He was very young
when his family was forced to flee their home
due to some sort of violence or danger. They
fled, and he ended up in France, where he lived
for years until moving to the US recently as a
refugee. He speaks only French. Well, in God’s
divine providence, one of the team members
from Cowee Baptist Church is a high school
French teacher, so she was able to communicate with him (even though he did make fun of
her accent just a bit!).
(continued)

As she translated for him, she realized pretty
quickly that he had no idea what she was talking about—he had never heard of Jesus, never
seen or heard of a Bible, and had no concept of
God, let alone any idea of a higher power. This
was shocking, but then sobering. This is why
we do what we do. We want people to hear
about Jesus. This young boy heard of Jesus and
what he did for him on the cross for the first
time ever. He did not trust in Jesus as Lord that
week, but he did hear. He recently had to move
out of state with his family, to join up with other family elsewhere. Would you pray that he
and his family would providentially cross paths
with more followers of Jesus who will share the
gospel more and more?
Valley Brook family, I (we) cannot thank God
enough for you all. You are hospitable, kind,
encouraging, and as we saw at VBS, supportive.
I pray this will spur you all on in mission - that
you would continue in this work of faith in Decatur, GA; that you would continue in your labor of love for others; and that you would be
steadfast until the end.
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9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Morning Worship
NO evening activities
Labor Day
Church Office closed
(continued in next column)

————————————–————
Grandparents Day
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Morning Worship
4:00 pm - Deacons’ Meeting
5:00 pm - Finance Committee Meeting
5:30 pm - Church Council Meeting
6:00 pm - Blackwood Quartet
7:55 am - OTH - Bojangles

Patriot Day
10:00 am - Prayer Warriors
6:00 pm - Prayer Meeting/Conference

12.

12:00 noon - Keenagers

14.

15.

Pastor Andrew

September Dates to Remember

10:00 am - Prayer Warriors
6:00 pm - Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

11.

Your friend, brother, and co-laborer,
Pastor Andrew McNair, Lamp City Church

7:55 am - OTH - Krystal

8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
at Galaxy Diner
—————————————–———
Back to Church Sunday
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Morning Worship
6:00 pm - Sunday Night Celebration

17.

Citizenship Day
7:55 am - OTH - Hardees
12:00 noon - W.M.U.

18.

10:00 am - Prayer Warriors
6:00 pm - Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

22.

9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Morning Worship
6:00 pm - Sunday Night Celebration

23.

First Day of Autumn

24.
25
27.
29

7:55 am - OTH at Chick-fil-A
10:00 am - Prayer Warriors
6:00 pm - Prayer Meeting/Bible Study
7:00 pm - Movie Night
_____________________________________________
9:45 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Morning Worship
6:00 pm - Sunday Night Sing

Valley Brook Baptist Church
1198 N. Valley Brook Road
Decatur, GA 30033

A Fresh Start
How can it be that another church year has rolled around and a new church year is once again upon us?
September 1, 2019, begins our new church year. Church Officers and Directors, and all Standing Committees (except the Nominating Committee) begin serving in their special positions on September 1.
Each position has a purpose here at Valley Brook.
Be in prayer for your pastor (as he returns to work), your church, your church officers, leaders, teachers,
and each and every person who has agreed to serve on a committee. If you can’t or choose not to serve,
be an encourager, a supporter. Take time to tell people how much you appreciate them serving here at
Valley Brook Baptist Church!
May God move all of us by all means to follow His example, step into the world around us, cultivate relationships, and create opportunities to demonstrate the love of Christ.

Attendance in July & August
Week
of:

With Deepest Sympathy
Recent Losses:
•

Family and friends of Hazel Robinson
(Bobby Huntsinger’s sister)

•

Family and friends of Marie Gibson
(Jerry Howard’s sister)

September Birthdays

Sunday
A.M.
P.M.
School Worship Worship

Wed.
Night

July 28

20

46

26

19

Aug. 4

23

55

68*

19

Aug. 11

18

77***

26

24+1**

Aug. 18

20

84***

26

19

Aug. 18

-

59 *

-

-

*

*Family Supper and/or Lunch

** Conference

***Joint service with LCC

09/03

Dot Mahnken

09/06

Tricia Martin

09/08

Peggy Jackson

09/11

Mary Ann Pierce

09/20

Lamar Wilson

09/21

Marcia McBride

Receipts - $17,008

09/24

Ron Pierce

Expenses - $15,055

Monthly Financial Report
(as of June 2019)

