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PASTOR’S DESK

Janet and I received a unique gift several years
ago. Itis an intentionally rustic wooden plaque
that contains two simple words written in a
country style freehand. The words are: “WE
BELIEVE.” Itlooks like something out of Appa-
lachia from a time gone by and goes well with
our front porch, so the plaque hangs by the
door. Itis a great reminder for us, both of what
we believe and who we believe in.

I like that daily reminder. Sometimes we have
a tendency to temporarily “forget what we
know.” It’s easy to forget how fortunate we are
to be the recipients of God’s mercies “OE A O
T Ax A OA OU Our faith hekds t¢ be
strengthened and exercised.

The Israelites had a recurring problem with
their belief and faith. Psalm 78:22-23 says
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Imagine that. . .they did not beheve in God even
though he had ; . A

Fill in the blank from your own experience.
Remember what God has done. Remember
what you already know. Forgetfulness, a fail-
ure to acknowledge God’s abundant blessings,
approaches borderline, or even outright, unbe-
lief. How much grace can our unbelief with-
stand?
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- continued on next page

Valley Brook is a place of grace, where everybody is somebody and Jesus is Lord.




What has God done for you? Think of His plenti-

ful blessings and benefits that have been made so
obvious in your life. Consider Psalm 103: 1-2
whichsays“0 OAEOA OEA , 1 OAn
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Hasn't He been faithful? “& I OCAO 11 O /
Y E @Mat is the quality of your faith? What is
the extent of your belief? Is it weakened by fear-
fulness. . .choked by the sometimes relentless on-
slaught of worldly cares. . .is it diminished by fail-
ures to praise Him for His past goodness?

One thing that Jesus found bewildering was un-
belief. Mark 6:6says“( A xAO Al AUAA
1 AAE 8 éte Adnde@&Ethat men and wom-
en, seeing what they had seen or experienced,

could have so little faith!

Could it be that we do not give time for faith to be
informed?

Perhaps we do not see because we are not look-
ing.

Perhaps we are blind to God’s daily mercies and
provisions.

May we pray once again,Q | OAh OEAO
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September 1, 2016, begins our new

\ Ichiurch(y&ai© ChArédh i0ffi@rs, Directors, and all
Committee Members begin serving in their spe-
cial positions on this date. Be in prayer for your
pastor, your church, church officers, leaders,
teachers, and each person who has agreed to
serve on a committee. If you are unable to serve
at this time, be an encourager and a supporter.
Take time to tell them how much you appreciate
the® se®ikgAtE dley Brook.

Family Night Supper
September 4 at 6:00 p.m.

A highlight of each month is our Family
Night Supper. Itis a time we enjoy each other
and great food as well as celebrate God’s good-
ness. Beginning in September, this monthly
event will be just a bit different. We will still
enjoy the food and fellowship, but we are asking
for your help during this transition. For the past
tef y€aCsEvOhaw® Bag two great leaders in our
kitchen to coordinate all the various activities.

E Bhey and their hard working crews have done
a superb job.

However, for the new church year, our
kitchen will be operating without a leader and
with a reduced staff. Because of this, we are
asking everyone to be especially sensitive and
to help with the transition by taking more per-
sonal responsibility.

If you can, please bring a meat dish,
salad, vegetable, and/or dessert to serve at
least 6 to 8 people. Have your dishes already
prepared, heated or chilled, and ready to serve.
Before leaving home, we ask that your meat
dishes be in small serving sizes; that you cut
your fresh fruits or vegetables; and that you
begin to portion your desserts. “Ready to eat”
is the idea.
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| LOUISIANA FLO

0D RESPONSE;

Louisiana has experienced historic flooding,
and the waters have not yet begun to recede
enough to begin mud-out efforts. However,
Georgia Baptists want to be as proactive as
possible in expressing our love and sharing the
gospel with victims of this huge disaster. To
that end, here is a suggestion on how you can
respond immediately, even before creden-
tialed GBMB Disaster Relief volunteers arrive.

Donate financially through the Georgia Baptist
Mission Board. To mail a donation, please
make checks payable to Disaster Relief with
®lood Responsedin the memo line and mail
to: Disaster Relief, Georgia Baptist Mission
Board, 6405 Sugarloaf Parkway, Duluth, GA
30097
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Dear friends,

Sometimes I feel that [ forget to think enough
about God throughout the day ... my faith gets
lost in the muddle of errands and lists and
e-mails and meetings.

That is one reason that [ depend on the Prayer
Warriors at this church each week. It helps me
to re-establish my time with God. It reminds
me to make it a point to worship Him everyday
in the midst of whatever [ am doing. The one
thing we need in this troubled world is to
know God better.

Won't you join me here at church on Wednes-
day mornings at 10:00 a.m.? If you don’t like
to pray out loud, come anyway. Your silent
participation will be a blessing to others, and
you will also receive a blessing!

- Kate Broyles

BR Georgia Baptist

‘ Mission Board Ne w s

The Georgia Baptist Mission Board sponsors a
variety of conferences and events around the
state. Here are some you might find of interest:

Sons of Jubal Concert
Thursday, September 15, 6:30 p.m.
First Baptist Church of Duluth
2908 GA-120, Duluth, GA 30096

There is no cost to attend this worship concert.
However, a love offering will be taken during
the performance. This offering goes directly
towards the group’s mission projects.

2016 Senior Adult (Fall Homecomingd

This event will be at the GA Baptist Conference
Center in Toccoa, GA. Those interested may
choose to attend either October 12 - 14, or
October 14 - 16. There will be worship through
Bible study, and singing. Other fun activities
include a golf tournament, t.v. game shows
(Toccoa style), a variety show, and door prizes.
It's a great time to make new friends from
other churches. The cost is $145.00 per person
based on 2 guests per room.

Call the church office for more information on
either of these events.

Did you see us on Facebook after our recent trip
to the IMAX Theater at Fernbank? If you have
internet access, you can check out our posts and
photos at www.fb.me/VbbcDecatur without
having your own Facebook profile.
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Sunday Morning Bible Studies

[t's what sunflowers

If you knew Jesus was going to be in one of
our Bible study classes on Sunday morning,
would you be there? Would you invite
someone to come with you and meet Him?

Remember, He will be there! Jesus said,
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Come and join one of our three small groups
at 9:45 a.m. each week as they discuss:

Forever Young class -
A Study of Joshua and Judges

Whosoever Will class -
Faith Greater Than Fear

Sonshiners class -
A Study of Proverbs

Pray about it. Participate. Invite a friend.
Jesus will be there. Trust Him to work.
Watch as your life and the lives of others

“Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see the shadow.
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do.” - Helen Keller

Tithes and
Offerings

RA  Ai jMentgy Finangjgl Reporty §
OE AT June 16 <July 16, 2016
Budget- $17,703
Receipts - $17,446
Expenses - $19,607

Contact ‘Us

Voice: 404-292-0212
Fax: 404-292-8459

Email: valleybrook@vbbchurch.com
Website: www.vbbchurch.com
Facebook: www.fb.me/VbbcDecatur

are changed.



